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The time of Judges (that includes the Book of
Ruth and the beginning chapters of 1
Samuel), after the conquest of Canaan, is one
of the darkest periods of Israel history.
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In Deuteronomy we learned that God was
dispossessing the nations in Canaan because

of their exceeding sinfulness—the idea of
“Holy War.”
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Exodus 3:8

and | have come down to deliver them out of the hand
of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land
to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and
honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.
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Jeremiah 27:5
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THE PROBLEM:

What is done seems identical to modern
“ethnic cleansings,” when one ethnic group

seeks to violently evict or exterminate
another.
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THE FALSE SOLUTION:

The Old Testament was a more primitive
stage in religion and that it contains many
barbaric statements and directives that we
cannot accept anymore.
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